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WHAT DO THE TERMS MEAN?
■ Freshen: Sheet metal untouched; changes may include new grille, 
front and/or rear fascia, headlight and taillight modules
■ Reskin: Minor changes to the vehicle’s overall sheet metal; may include
new hood, front and/or rear fenders
■ Restyle: Extensive changes to the exterior and interior
■ Re-engineer: Vehicle’s platform and components receive an extensive
makeover to reduce noise, vibration and harshness; upgrades made to
improve such qualities as ride, handling, braking and steering, and in some
cases, safety
■ Redesign: New platform; new interior and exterior; engine and
transmission could be carried over
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Model year 2012 2013 2014

CHRYSLER BRAND Fiat based compact debut
Fiat-based replacement for 200

DODGE Fiat-based         Fiat-based subcompact debut
compact debut Fiat-based mid-sized sedan debut

Viper redesign

JEEP Fiat-based subcompact debut
Fiat-based compact debut
Fiat-based Liberty replacement
Grand Wagoneer debut

RAM Rebranded        Ram 1500 re-engineer
minivan-based Fiat-based small van debut
panel van Fiat-based large van debut

Calendar year 2011 2012 2013 2014

FIAT 500C convertible         500 Abarth 500 4-door 
500 electric 

ALFA ROMEO 4C coupe debut 5-door subcompact debut Giulia wagon debut
Giulietta compact debut Possible large sedan
Giulia mid-sized sedan debut
Possible roadster 
Compact crossover debut

FERRARI FF coupe debut            458 Spider debut        458 Scuderia variant 458 Italia freshen
599 GTB Fiorano                   California refreshen
redesign

Enzo replacement

MASERATI GranTurismo                Baby Quattroporte                Quattroporte redesign
MC debut debut Jeep-based large

GranTurismo                                                              SUV debut       
Convertible Sport
debut

Chrysler 
gets 2 cars
from Fiat
Brand ponders next step
for Town & Country
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he Chrysler and Lancia brands will be
joined at the hip in the coming years.

The two brands will sell similar versions of
large, mid-sized and compact sedans and

possibly a minivan.
Chrysler will be sold predominantly in North

America, the United Kingdom and Ireland; Lan-
cia will be sold in continental Europe.

Compact sedan: Chrysler is scheduled to get a
new compact sedan built on the same Fiat CUSW
platform that supports the new Dodge compact.
The Chrysler compact, scheduled to arrive in
2013, likely for the 2014 model year, will fill a seg-
ment in which Chrysler currently has no entry. 

200: For 2011, Chrysler restyled and re-engi-
neered the unloved Sebring so extensively that
CEO Sergio Marchionne decided a new name
was in order. So out went the rental-car favorite
Sebring and in came the 200.

The 200 is scheduled to be replaced by a Fiat-
based sedan in 2013. The Fiat-based sedan is set
to be the first vehicle to get Chrysler’s six-speed
dual-clutch transmission.

300: The flagship 300 sedan was redesigned
and re-engineered in 2011. More improvements
are in store for the 2012 model year, including an
eight-speed automatic transmission supplied by
ZF Friedrichshafen AG. The eight-speed will de-
but in the new S series 300. 

The 300, which got some interior improvements
in 2011, will get further upgrades in 2012, includ-
ing a new instrument display. Going on sale this

fall is the 300 SRT8, powered by a 6.4-liter Hemi 
V-8 that cranks out 470 hp. The SRT8 also gets a
19-speaker Harman Kardon audio system.

Town & Country: The next generation of
Chrysler’s minivan is due in 2014, according to
Chrysler’s planning documents. Chrysler Group
has said it wants to eliminate duplicate vehicles in
showrooms, which implies that either the Town &
Country or Dodge Grand Caravan will be deleted
or modified as a crossover. The Town & Country
has been Chrysler’s answer to upscale versions of
the Honda Odyssey and Toyota Sienna. The Grand
Caravan has been positioned in the below-$30,000
price bracket. Deciding the minivan issue will be
one of Chrysler’s most difficult challenges.c

Luca Ciferri contributed to this report

The 2012 Chrysler 300
has an improved interior.

Chrysler Group’s future is riding on a Fiat platform
Bradford Wernle
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fter revamping most of its product lineup in 2011,
Chrysler Group is gearing up to open the second act of
its revival in 2012.

Next year the automaker will unveil the first Chrysler Group-
branded vehicle based on a Fiat platform and powered by a
Fiat engine: a Dodge compact sedan that will replace the Cal-
iber. 

It’s the most important vehicle in the revival because it will
demonstrate how well engineers can adapt Fiat’s European
technology and platforms to North American tastes.

Company engineers created the platform for the Dodge
sedan by lengthening and widening Fiat’s high-volume com-
pact platform. The modified platform, called the CUSW for
Compact U.S. Wide, will spawn a range of compact and mid-
sized vehicles for Chrysler, Dodge and Jeep.

The Dodge sedan will compete with the Ford Focus, Honda

Civic and Chevrolet Cruze in a crucial segment where Chrysler
has not been competitive.

Chrysler Group customers, long accustomed to big cars with
powerful, gas-guzzling engines, will be in for a big change in
the next couple of years. The company will offer two families
of four-cylinder engines with available turbocharging and a
range of fuel-saving automatic transmissions, including an
eight-speed, a nine-speed and a six-speed dual clutch. 

Could diesels be far behind? The company isn’t saying.
Chrysler, formerly off the radar screen of customers seeking

eco-friendly transportation, is trying to make a case that it de-
serves serious consideration.

How well the company executes this next generation of Fiat-
based vehicles will determine how compelling Chrysler’s ar-
gument is.

Here is a summary of Chrysler Group’s plans for 2012-14
models according to sources inside Chrysler and in the indus-
try.c
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hrysler Group laid out its five-year future
product plan in November 2009, less
than six months out of its government-

backed bankruptcy. Since that time, Bradford
Wernle in Detroit and Luca Ciferri in Turin have
kept on top of company’s effort to revive and
reinvent itself under the hard-driving manage-
ment of Sergio Marchionne.

Wernle, who joined Automotive News in 1994,
has been covering Chrysler since 2006, a span
that has seen the company under three owners.
He also has covered suppliers, marketing, used
cars and retailing and spent six years in London
with Automotive News Europe.

Ciferri has been covering Fiat and the Italian
auto industry for Automotive News and Auto-
motive News Europe for more than two decades. 
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